some other time?  Do you find any of this language helpful?  Would it make sense to non-Christians?

· Does 3:16 describe the worship in your church most Sundays?  Where does it differ?  Why?

· How helpful is the challenge to “do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus” (3:17)?  Is it the same as asking “What Would Jesus Do?”, or is it different in some way?

     In preparing for next week, try to find out what you can about modern slavery.  Watch out for nail bars, car washes, and the current Coronation Street storyline.

Week 4 
Colossians 3:18 – 4:18
· Consider the way Paul affirms the ministry of different people, including women (4:7-17).  Do these ministries speak to us?  Are we sometimes in danger of judging or criticizing the ministry of others?  How can we be more affirming?

· Can we apply the guidance in 3:18-21 to living in today's very different patterns of family life?

· How does the guidance on masters and slaves (3:22 – 4:1) relate, if at all, to the world of work as we know it today?  Does what you found out about modern slavery throw any light on this?
Paul's advice here is about Christian slaves with Christian masters, which must make a difference.  Have a look at the letter to Philemon, which is a kind of companion piece to Colossians, featuring some of the same people, especially Onesimus (Col 4:9), and consider verse 16.

· Paul's advice on how to give an answer (4:6) assumes that there will be questions from outsiders.  Have many non-Christian people asked you questions about your faith? How many non-Christians do you know well enough for questions to arise?  What would make it easier for them to ask a question?  Would you have an answer?

· You might think of the greetings in 4:7-17 as a first-century version of Facebook.  How do you keep in touch with the church family other than on Sundays?  A criticism of social media today is the they only reinforce our current ideas and opinions and shut us off from different voices.  Is Christian fellowship any different?  Should it be?

Thirty Days with Colossians
Ideas for Groups in Bible Month
     These notes offer some questions for group discussion, complementing the group study material in the Bible Month booklet.  Use as few or as many of them as you wish – and don't miss the opportunity to turn as well to questions of your own.  These are suggestions, not prescriptions.

     To begin with, some general ideas you might choose to use on any of the weeks, as appropriate.

· Share ideas or stories related to the themes of each week.  For example, for the first week: what letters have you received that you particularly remember?  For Week 2 when we read of a “mystery”: have there been times in your life when receiving new information gave you a new perspective on things?   In Week 3 with its image of clothes: what new clothes do you remember having?  Or what special clothes do you have for special occasions?  Or favourite clothes you treasure?  In Week 4: from the families or households you have been part of, what “family rules” stick in your mind?
If your group is newly formed, perhaps specially for this year's Bible Month, you may find this idea useful as an ice-breaker; established groups might make use of this as a general introduction to each session.

· An idea from this year's President of Conference, Michaela Youngson: as a group, look through the whole passage for the week, becoming aware of any words that “jump off the page” and grab your attention.  Share with the group what they were, and why they came alive in that way.  Your contributions may well lead to a discussion.

· Be aware during your group meetings of the special Sundays on the preaching Plan.  Pentecost falls on 9th June just before our Bible Month begins;Trinity Sunday is on 16th June; Sunday 23rd June marks the end of Refugee Week; Conference Sunday is 30th June.  Your group might trace links between the week's passage from Colossians and themes from Sunday worship.

· Each week presents at least one image that could be used in your group.  A picture or an artefact of some kind could be used either as focus for your group worship, or as the starting point for brainstorming ideas, leading into discussion.  How about these?  Week 1 Growing and bearing fruit (1:6)  Week 2 Rooted in Christ (2:7); or hidden treasure (2:3) Week 3 the clothes we wear (3:12, 14); or ligaments and sinews (2:19) – what things hold the church together?  Week 4 Chains (4:18), with obvious negative connotations, but possibly with positive ones as well.

     Also, don't forget the “Preaching Points” highlighted in the commentary material in the Bible Month magazine – preachers aren't the only people who could use them.  Also be aware of the section of material for Children and Young People later in the booklet: there may be things in there that would be just right for your group.

     Finally, you know your own group best, so be aware of any themes that may not be appropriate or helpful for your group to consider. Equally, there may well be themes that you know your group would relish tackling.  There is an abundance of material in most chapters of Colossians – thankfulness, suffering, prayer, for example.  Why not collect the ideas and pull a theme together in one of your sessions?

Week 1 
Colossians 1:1 – 1:23
· It was Trinity Sunday on the 16th.  Looking at this week's passage, see how the language of Father, Son/Jesus, and Spirit/power are used.  Can we see how the Church moved towards the doctrine of the Trinity?

· “He is the image of the invisible God” (1:15).  “In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (1:19).  How helpful would these verses be to explain to someone what Christmas is all about?

· “In him all things hold together” (1:17): how might this shape your discipleship?  Is there anywhere we should not go as Christians?  Any things we should not be involved in?  What is our responsibility in the 'global village'?

· The body which is the Church (1:18; also 1:24, 3:15, 4:15-16) grows with a growth supplied by the Head (2:19).  How does that happen in your local church community (i.e. not just in helping individual Christians grow)?

· For Paul, God's glory is eternal, present, and future (1:11, 1:27, 3:4) and is a major element in powering his ministry.  How could God's glory make a difference for you on Monday morning, at work, perhaps, or in the frozen food aisle in the supermarket?

    A reminder: if you plan to use the first question in next week's material, you may want to bring hymn books to the next session, and in preparation look through the section on the Cross in whatever hymn books you have.

Week 2 
Colossians 1:24 – 2:15
· Paul describes the Cross in pictures that made sense for his hearers (2:14-15).  How might we describe the Cross today?  Do the hymn books you have looked at help with this?

· Does Paul rejoice in suffering (1:27) because it has an end in view, so that it's not purposeless?  From the perspective of faith, consider the recent interim report on the persecution of Christians, commissioned by the Foreign Secretary.  On suffering more widely, it is Refugee Week.  How do these current concerns relate to this passage?

· Paul is suffering (1:27), but doesn't ask for prayers that he be released from prison (4:3).  Does that give us a guideline for when we are praying for people in tough situations?

· Paul thinks being thankful is important, both in Christian living (2:7, also 3:15, 17) and in prayer (1:3, 1:12, 4:2).  How thankful are we?  If others were aware of us as thankful people, might that be a useful means of witness?

· “I want their hearts to be encouraged”(2:2).  The Colossian church, founded by Epaphras (1:7, 4:12), was now being encouraged by Paul and Timothy writing the letter (1:1) and by Tychicus and Onesimus delivering it (4:7-9). Who has encouraged you in your Christian journey? How did they do it?
Week 3 
Colossians 2:16 – 3:17
· Paul's picture of the New You (3:12-14) is all about how to make a Christian fashion statement.  What do you need to take off and put on?  What does your church need to take off and put on?

· Paul tells the Colossians bluntly “You have died” (3:3).  The language he uses means they died at a specific point in time in the past (though in the following verses he lists ways in which they need to continue to die to aspects of their life that are displeasing to God).
Have you died yet?  Was it when you were baptized (2:12-13)?  Or at 
