Options for services where no preacher is available


Resources for local arrangements
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/leading-worship/resourcing-local-arrangements/
Full services to download and use, ready to go on a variety of themes and Bible passages.
Also guidance on how to plan and lead an own/ local arrangement service.

The Methodist Church’s Resource Hub 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/resources/ 
Suggested hymns relating to the lectionary readings and themes for each Sunday of the year.
Prayers you can use relating to these themes.
Also lots of resources and guidance on how to lead and plan worship.

Advent & Christmas resources Don't Be Afraid
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/christmasresources/
There is a Worship pack available to download with service outlines including suggested hymns, activities and questions for discussion. 
There is also a small groups resource- parts of this could also be used in a service for discussion. 
Looking to the future, we anticipate similar Lent resources being made available early in 2027. 

Ask a minister or other preacher to share their service planning
Your minister may not be able to be with you, but they may be able to share the service they have planned to use elsewhere- hymns, prayers and structure of the service, and maybe some thoughts for reflection. 

Visit another church
As a group, decide to visit a nearby Methodist church or another denomination. Transport can be an issue so consider how you could help everyone in your congregation take part. You could gather afterwards to think about how the service was similar or different to your own, and what you liked or didn’t find helpful.



Gather for informal fellowship
Meet as usual on a Sunday morning- or go together to a nearby coffee shop! Instead of formal worship, why not spend time sharing your news with each other in small groups, and praying together? Maybe you could use some questions for discussion or just enjoy having more time to get to know each other.

Songs of praise
A chance for members of the congregation to suggest their favourite hymns and speak, if they wish, about what the hymn means to them. Ideally (unless you have a very willing organist/ musician!) ask for suggestions in advance so the music can be prepared. 

Stream a service from another church
Huntington Methodist Church stream most of their services on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/@huntingtonmethodistchurch
Why not let them know before the service that you’re planning to join them by showing the livestream? Maybe you’ll get a shoutout!

Curious about Forest Church? Request a service/talk about it.
Find out about the New Places for New People Project which seeks to provide a way for people to connect with God through nature. We will talk through a little of the theology and thinking behind the project, its hopes and dreams and use some nature based hymns and songs and activities. We can go outside if you wish, or bring nature inside. 
Contact Christine Banham at forestchurchyork@gmail.com

