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Dear Friends, 

I once saw a collection of images of the infant Jesus with Mary from across the world. They 
had striking differences in clothing, the style of painting, and in the ethnicity of Jesus and 
his mother, their given faces. On the surface, creative and remarkable imagination, with 
artistic license. It seems, though, that wherever and whoever we are, there is the impulse 
to have them look and be like us. 

Jesus was not a white man with striking blue eyes, nor was he Native American or Japanese 
or black African. There is nothing wrong with imagining God as human, nothing wrong with 
him resembling us while daring to live with the astonishing claim that we all bear God’s 
image. That can mean many things. It involves all of our bodies and faces. 

Soon it will be Christmas, with the story of God’s entry into our world, a human body 
bearing a human face. It’s not a simple story, or even one story, but two quite different 
accounts merged into something apparently coherent, with a massaged timeline of events. 
Images of Jesus and his family will abound, including that implacable donkey (present 
nowhere in the scriptures, alongside many embellished details). A story full of very different 
characters: strangers with spare room, people in fields, foreigners from afar, Mary and 
Joseph, navigating the social and moral ambiguity of her pregnancy, at the mercy of others.  

In the heightened emotion about who belongs, who decides, what is ours or should be 
shared, and what qualifies any of us to be looked after by community services, councils and 
governments, Christmas begins an ongoing story that has the outsider at its centre. Jesus 
chose to be with outsiders. While among his own, he used despised others as central 
characters in his parables, with goodness shown by the outcast, not the insider. He 
challenged long-held pride, identity and tradition wherever it held a door shut, and was 
opposed by those who resisted diversity, openness, and the preciousness of every person. 
Beyond Christmas, his story asks us repeatedly what our hearts bear towards those who do 
not share our faces, cultures, and more. 

There are no easy solutions to sharing our world, but other important characters in the 
Christmas story go unnoticed, unnamed, and should not be forgotten for their part. When 
the family flees the wholesale murder of children, a community somewhere in Egypt 
accepts these refugees and shares what they have until they can safely return. This 
community matters, and shouldn’t be left out. The story isn’t ours to tell as we please. It’s 
not just neatly or beautifully for children, told to our benefit. It asks us who we are. 

Wherever you will be this Christmas, and whoever you will be with, whatever you will be 
grateful for and whatever sadness you will feel, may you know that you bear God’s image, 
along with every other person, around the corner or around the world. That is the heart of 
the story. 

Rory Dalgliesh 
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Welcome to Revd Jill Pullan 

Originally from Leeds, I lived in Guiseley for 25 years, after my 
marriage to Jeremy. I served in the Sheffield Methodist District & 
Circuit for nine years and was ordained in 2018. I am delighted, 
humbled and privileged to have the opportunity to serve in the York 
Circuit and the Yorkshire North & East District. I trained at the 
Queen's Foundation Ecumenical Theological College in Birmingham, 
whilst serving as a lay family worker within the Wharfedale and Aireborough Circuit. I have 
two grown up sons and two grandsons. I love time with them and my extended family and 
friends. I am a keen, but relatively new member of Parkrun. I enjoy cycling, walking trails 
and photography. I am passionate about life-long discipleship and about helping churches 
and communities to live, learn and grow together in holistic, integrated ways. My hopes 
and prayers are that this reflects and rejoices in the good news of Jesus whose life-changing 
love is for all people. 

Jill will be working with Acaster, Acomb, Bishopthorpe, Copmanthorpe & West Thorpe.  

Our other new ministers, Revd Alex & Deacon Kate introduced themselves in the Autumn 
Newsletter Extra- if you missed it, find their introductions online at 
https://www.yorkmethodist.org.uk/about-us/whos-who.html  

 
 

 
  

A note on Revd John 
Hayward 

As many folk will be aware, 
John has been on leave 
since late September due 
to illness. We hope John 
will be back soon but it will 
take some time for him to 
get up to speed, so please 
bear with him.  

In the meantime please 
contact the Circuit Office if 
you need any support or 
advice. 

A huge thank you to all 
those who have helped out 
during John’s absence, 
taking services or helping 
fill gaps. It has been very 
much appreciated. 

https://www.yorkmethodist.org.uk/about-us/whos-who.html
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Eco Task Force Newsletter Winter 2025 
 

The focus of this Eco newsletter is on nature connectedness. In a 
recent article in the Guardian a study was cited which showed 
the UK as one of the least nature-connected nations in the world. 
It showed the correlation between nations that had high levels of 
spirituality/faith and nature-connectedness. In contrast to that, 
for those countries who had a high score of ‘good places to do 
business’, there was a low level of nature-connectedness.  It’s an indication of what is 
valued in societies.  I do believe that there is a ‘great turning’ as the author Joanna Macey 
would describe it; people are starting to understand that the way we live isn’t sustainable 
for our planet, our society or our health. We need to think differently. 

A few weeks ago I attended a fascinating talk by Dr Peter Gardner, a Senior Lecturer in 
Sociology at the University of York. The title of the talk was ‘The whole earth is family – 
From human-centrism to ecocentrism’. For the past few centuries in Western Society, 
nature has been seen as a resource – making it less than sacred. For many years now I have 
felt that God is not separate from nature -in the same way God is not separate from us. God 
takes part and has a relationship with all of nature and we are deeply intertwined through 
that sacredness. Dr Gardner encouraged us to think about what we value as a society and 
where the knowledge is held. Nature holds itself in balance well and us humans tend not to 
be so good at it – so what can we learn from nature? There’s a lot of humility needed; we 
all too often conduct ourselves as if we are the only holders of knowledge.  One way we can 
learn from nature is by connecting to nature, recognising the sacredness and having love 
and respect for it. 

This is a whole mindset change for us in the parts of the world which are great for doing 
business but heavily nature depleted. How do we change mindsets? By telling a new story, 
by changing how we impart knowledge. Dr Gardner’s talk was partly through prose – an 
experiment he was trying, he told us – and he shared a story of The Oak. It was a beautiful 
thing and helps us to connect with nature in a way that facts and figures about mycelium 
and weather patterns and carbon etc etc never could. Listening, I felt an emotional 
connection to the Oak. He shared a story. I have his kind permission to share it with you. 
Enjoy… 

I would love to hear your stories of connecting to nature, or connecting to God through 
nature.  

Lorraine Jones, Eco Task Force  

Lorraine.jones@methodistyouth.org.uk  

Mobile: 07850 631168 

 

mailto:Lorraine.jones@methodistyouth.org.uk
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The Oak  

Rich forest loam receives an acorn. An acorn 
who bounces, and comes to rest.   

The great annual cooling begins to nibble, 
then bites in first frosts. A full season’s 
greening is now to be turned to a new use. 
Browning leaves from the parent oak, the 
grandparent oak, an extended family of oaks 
– cover the young acorn in a patchwork quilt. We release. We breathe out. We build our 
quilts. Mycelium, bacteria, mice, squirrels, worms – we trust you and trust in you. Stew leaf 
soup. Transport the young to new soils. Soften the acorn’s membranes so that new life can 
burst forth. 

When – or why – would we ever ask the questions: in which of you do we place most value? 
Are we not bigger than you? Do we not store memory for many more years? Are we not the 
apex, the highest point, the most important entity? What a thought? — For, without the 
mycelium, the bacteria, the mice, the squirrels, the worms – without the river, the rain, the 
water system – without the soils, the fellowship of oaks, the solidarity of birches, ashes, 
beeches, hazels, hawthorns – without the web of life, our life would not be. 

An acorn hatches, reaching upward and down. 

I emerge.  

I hold memory in my core, I write it on my spine in rings. Hot years, dry years, cool years, 
damp years. Droughts and floods. 

Time must feel frenetic to those who produce those rhythmic vibrations at our bases: rising 
in volume, louder still as they pass our boughs, usually chattering. Feathered chatterers 
make nests on our higher branches. Four-pawed chatterers hide acorns. Two-footed 
chatterers walk on two paws. We picture them being able to “see” somehow, as to know 
where they are coming from and going to. They must not see how we see, of course, but I 
would not dare to think their way inferior. There is no hierarchy of value in our web of life.  

Time. The humans who pass here call it “The Year of Our Lord 1025”. They have named our 
land after ourselves. Acomb, from acorn. Place of the oak forest.  

Our ancestors witnessed the great melting. White walls of snow bowed down to the fore-
parent oaks; they thanked the great retreat, praised the new soils, built new leaf soups. 
Eight thousand years we gathered nutrients, ate sunlight, stewed soup. There are those of 
us who have spent time with Druids, with Roman tree-worshippers, with the Norse who 
knew that we span worlds. Druids knew that we hold knowledge. Druid means “oak-
knower”. Druid: like Derry. Derry in Ireland, another place of oak like Acomb. Londonderry: 
English money to command dominion over the oaks and the Irish alike. London colonialism: 
to command dominion over nature. Nature: not civilisation. Nature: 
something some humans began to think they are apart from, not a part of. 
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But I grow with the seasons. Sprout buds in Spring, drink sunlight in Summer, gain height 
and strength, then decline and rest. A permanent cycle. Cyclical time. Spun by where on 
this precise point on the planet I stand, and the temperatures of the air. Spring - summer - 
autumn - winter. Spring - summer - autumn - winter. 12th century, 13th century, 14th.  

Bitter winters. Mild winters. Dry summers. Notably hot summers. I spend months 
painstakingly and meticulously writing these down in my ledger. Memorised in rings. I know 
the prevailing winds - these are recorded in the direction my reinforced branches. As an 
adolescent oak of only 200-odd years, I lost a branch and redirected my bough after the 
Great Storm of 1228. Two great branches cracked under the winds of 1407.  

I hold knowledge of rain. Mossy north, sunny south - I am a standing compass.  

My roots seek. My roots speak. I wish you could see our language. Mycelium networks flow 
for miles through soils. A great phone line. “I have sufficient nutrients – take what you 
need.” We share our carbon, nitrogen, and water, from whoever has enough to whoever 
has not. The gluttonous oak is a lonely oak. The gluttonous oak is soon a dead oak.  

In 1603, a shock message flew through the network. An oak in a distant forest got sick. We 
all heard, we all prepared, most survived. When we are dying, we send out packages to the 
others. An inheritance shared throughout the community.  

Winter - Summer - Winter - Summer. I stand taller now. My age allows me to spare more 
nutrients for younger trees, who reach less sunlight beneath my shade.  

Shocks begin to hit. 1852. A forest some miles away is felled. Terror signals fly across the 
mycelium network. 50 phone lines go dead at once. 1891. Another forest is murdered. 
Terror through the network. The phone goes dead. 1902. 1926. 1947. Asphalt, concrete and 
brick send no signals through the network.  

But something else is happening. Something is happening to the air. To the soil. To the 
temperature. To my climate. I need no scientific papers. I need no IPCC. It is recorded in my 
rings. I know it in my roots and my branches. By my 975th year, what you called the year 
2000, 97% of climate scientists agreed that climate change was happening. Among oaks, 
that figure is - and has always been 100%. There are no climate sceptic oaks.  

I was 997 years old when it happened. The heat no Yorkshire oak should know. A new kind 
of ring was put down. A new kind of terror shocked through the network. We oaks had no 
name for it, but we knew the day would come. We have felt the steps for the last 150 
years.  

A woman sat in my shade that day. Vibrations from her radio hit my roots. “Nobody could 
have predicted 40 degrees in the UK in 2022,” declared the speaker on the BBC. Nobody 
could have predicted it.  

Oaks knew. Oak knowers would have known. But Oaks are not consulted. Oaks have no 
voice. Because oaks cannot know, think, or hold memory in the world of man. 

Dr Peter Gardner, Senior Lecturer in sociology at the University of York. 
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On-line Methodist Connexion Eco Community Dates: 

I have found these super helpful – an excellent mix of being informative and encouraging.  
21st January, 22nd April, 8th July - you will need to register for each of these dates. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/methodist-church-eco-community-network-tickets-
1113977198789?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

Wholehearted Monthly – Kate Raworth Talk Tuesday 10th February 7-9pm 

The Methodist Growth and Evangelism Team host monthly online talks which are always 
absolutely fascinating. I was very excited to learn that one of my heroes, Kate Raworth, 
Senior Teaching Fellow at the environmental Change Institute at Oxford University and 
author of ‘Doughnut Economics’ will be being interviewed in January. My cup runneth over! 
The Doughnut consists of two concentric rings: a social foundation, to ensure that no one is 
left falling short on life's essentials, and an ecological ceiling, to ensure that humanity does 
not destabilise the life-supporting systems that sustain all life on Earth. If we operate within 
the doughnut, we operate within the safe and just space for humanity – everyone has 
enough but we don’t overshoot the planet’s ability to sustain us. My interest is in how we 
can live ‘within the doughnut’ as churches and communities. You can sign up for the 
general link here and the zoom is the same each month. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wholehearted-monthly-tickets-1082365166349 

 

The Next Eco Task Force Meet Up – Forest Church Talk, Thursday 15th January Zoom 7-
9pm 

In the dark nights of January, our meet up will be on zoom. I will be giving a presentation on 
Forest Church – telling you a little about it, why we are pursuing it as a Circuit and what our 
plans are. Come and find out more – whether you are just curious, want to be part of it or 
want to show a bit of support for it in some way. Watch out for the zoom link. 

 

Podcast to listen to:  Eeek – fame at last!  St Nicks Nature Reserve got hold of some 
funding to create some podcasts entitled ‘nature and..’. I was invited to talk about ‘nature 
and spirituality’. I was so nervous but ended up having a great chat with my fellow guest 
and our two hosts. 
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2352784/episodes/18080448  

 https://youtu.be/UFd99XhzbjU?si=5RwouEwUcBWIobPd 

Book to check out: Church of the Wild  Victoria Loorz. I found this so helpful as I was 
reading up about Forest Church. With an ecospiritual lens on Biblical narratives and a fresh 
look at a community larger than our own species, Church of the wild uncovers the wild 
roots of faith. And helps us deepen our commitment to a suffering earth by falling in love 
with it. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/methodist-church-eco-community-network-tickets-1113977198789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/methodist-church-eco-community-network-tickets-1113977198789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2352784/episodes/18080448
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2352784/episodes/18080448
https://youtu.be/UFd99XhzbjU?si=5RwouEwUcBWIobPd
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Apple Juicing 

Last month we had a great talk from Edible York 
about their Abundance Project and also got to have a 
go at Juicing Apples. The Abundance Project rescues 
unwanted fruit and distributes it to local people – 
food banks, food hubs and cooking projects etc. 
Windfalls are also sent onto a cider maker! Here’s 
some great facts and figures for you: 

3.2 tonnes of apples, pears and plums were gathered 
as of mid October. It was a crazy weather year and 
has been their best yet. 

They have also collected potatoes during lockdown 
and even pumpkins from the York dungeons! 

They have various events such as juicing, community 
apple picking, and pruning workshops. 
http://www.edibleyork.org.uk/edibleinitiatives/abundance/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circuit Diary Dates 

➢ Circuit Council 3rd Dec, 7pm Haxby & Wigginton 
➢ FLOURISH: Woven Threads, 13th-15th February 2026, University of York. 
➢ Leaders of Worship & Preachers’ meeting, 5th March, 7.30pm, Haxby & 

Wigginton 
➢ Circuit Council 11th March, 7pm Haxby & Wigginton 
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News from the Children, Youth & Families team 

 

The Joy of a Yarn Barn 

I confess, I have yarn barn envy. Seeing Tom Daley, 
the judges and contestants in the new competition 
‘The Game of Wool’ had me drooling at their stack 
of wool and other trimmings in ‘the Yarn Barn’. I’m 
also like it with the haberdashery in the Sewing 
Bee and I do get great satisfaction from sorting out 
my craft cupboard. A well organised cupboard is a 
thing of beauty and opens up my mind to the 
possibilities of new projects. 

Recently, the whole staff team have been thinking about the importance of rest and finding 
joy in our ministries.  Of course, this isn’t restricted to staff; whatever ministry you 
undertake, it is important to find rest and to keep the joy in it. There are bound to bits of 
the roles we undertake which, though may be entirely necessary, are not the bits that give 
us joy. It’s so important to carve out rest when we need to. While this is often physically 
important, it’s also important for our ministries too. Taking a break, pausing, resting, can 
often make us far more productive and gives us perspective and gives us time to reflect and 
pray. It’s too easy to be busy, but are we being as effective? Are we living life ‘in all its 
fullness’ in the way that Jesus encouraged us to?  

Rest will look very different for all of us and will look different at different times. I 
remember reading somewhere that ‘if we feel stressed, we should spend 10 minutes in 
nature. If you don’t have time, spend an HOUR’. I usually find that it’s the moment when I 
find myself thinking ‘I really don’t have time to rest/reflect/pray/see friends’ that is usually 
the time I need to do it most. And I am ALWAYS glad I did.  

The children, youth, family and young adults team have deliberately chosen this term NOT 
rush into anything new and have paused some things to be able to create space to explore 
others. The timing works out well as it gives time for our new staff to settle in, to keep our 
ear to the ground as we listen and see what is happening in our areas and to undertake 
training if we needed to. Just before Christmas we will then sit down to look more 
deliberately at our vision and strategy, to see how it can fit in with our local areas and to 
find a path forward, with others. 

So no matter what your rest looks like -  a 
weekend away, a hug with a grandchild, or a 
‘micro rest’ with a trashy novel and a cup of 
tea, or going for a walk or drooling over a 
yarn barn while checking out a new knitting 
pattern…make sure you take that rest, find 
the joy and see how your ministry benefits. 

Contact the team 
Victoria Etherington 07473 065856 
victoria@methodistyouth.org.uk   

Amy Shephard  07708 559419 
amy.shephard@methodistyouth.org.uk    

Lorraine Jones 07850 631168 
lorraine.jones@methodistyouth.org.uk   
 

mailto:victoria@methodistyouth.org.uk
mailto:amy.shephard@methodistyouth.org.uk
mailto:lorraine.jones@methodistyouth.org.uk
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Here's what the team have been up to over the last few months – and where we found our 
moments of joy… 

ONE X 

ONE X was back with a vengeance this September. New members 
have settled in well and we are doing our usual mix of games, 
discussions, food and making stuff. Our theme for the term is 
looking at the justice seeking church, which gives us an excuse to 
play human hungry hippos (demonstrating greed in the world 
food system, obviously…) and kitkat jenga (demonstrating that 
people facing injustice live precarious lives which can fall down at 
any moment…) 

As the team continues in this new season of children, youth and family ministry in York, we 
put it to our young people of ONE X to come up with a new CYF team logo! You'll see their 

new take on the Methodist Orb, changed from 
an orb to the shape of a fingerprint representing 
young people's imprint on the church today, the 
cross reminds us that Christ is always in the 
centre of our faith, and the combination of the 
classic Methodist red and our new hoodie colour 
(by popular demand) purple! The young people 
also decided on a strapline - act justly, love 
mercy, walk humbly - from Micah 6, a verse that 

perfectly encompasses their passion for social justice! 

 

JOINED UP CONFERENCE 

The team were at Haxby & Wigginton Methodist Church, partnering with the York Diocese 
and the URC church to bring ‘Joined Up’; a development opportunity for those who work 
with young people to gain new insights in their work and to share ideas and to network 
with others. Amy and Victoria were on event organising mode while Lorraine was to be 
found hosting a workshop on joining up Eco church with the work of children.  Those who 
came found it interesting, encouraging and helpful. Lorraine had a handout, which is 
available for anyone to request – just get in touch. 
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STRENSALL HOLIDAY CLUB 

Working closely with St Mary’s in Strensall, a holiday club was 
held at half term at Strensall Methodist Church. The theme was 
‘Light’ and letting your light shine. We had an enormous amount 
of fun, creating a shadow puppet show, glow in the dark 
bracelets and building tunnels. One of the joys for Lorraine was 

the story of the little 4 year girl who 
was struggling to settle in for the day 
and didn’t want to join in. Thinking on 
her feet, Lorraine asked her if she 
wanted to take some photos of people having fun – (which she did, 
see below) then I asked if she wanted to give everyone the two 
minute time check so everyone was ready to move onto the next 
activity. This sweet, shy, dainty little thing, in a voice as loud as 
Brian Blessed shouted ‘TWO MINUTES TO GO!!!!!!’. The girl clearly 
found her niche in life… 

 

3GENERATE at the NEC 

For those of you who remember the old MAYC 
youth weekends, the gathering of young people 
has evolved and grown into ‘3generate’ which 
is held at the NEC in Birmingham. There were 
two tented villages – one for the young people 
with their leaders and one for the those who 
were hosting. Then lots of different activities, 
from worship bands to a surfing machine and 
places for discussions and crafting and a whole lot more. The team were there in force on a 
new venue called ‘In the Beginning’ which was all about exploring our story and how it 
intertwines with other people’s story and with God’s story. There was song writing, stories 
around the campfire (lit with fairy lights I hasten to add!), stories of justice and ‘seeing 
ourselves in stories’ which talked about diversity. The Dungeons 
and Dragons storytelling session was hugely popular. The young 
people all have a wonderful time but everyone has very little sleep 

– I think the team have 
caught up on sleep now, 
about a month 
later…just about….zzzz. 
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FOREST CHURCH EXPLORING 

Lorraine was encouraged to apply for ‘New Places for New People’ funding to start Forest 
Church.  While it comes under the Children, Youth and Family banner as part of our strategy 
to help people outside the church to find ‘stepping stones to faith’, it is hoped that this 
venture is intergenerational.  We want to offer 3 sites across York (Acomb Garden, Haxby 
Community Garden and Glen Gardens in Heworth), with each site offering one Forest 
Church session per month (3 in total per month). Lorraine has had so many conversations 
about it with people outside the church that she has ended up starting a mailing list of 
those interested. Watch out for the introductory video which will explain more about our 
vision for Forest Church. Do talk to Lorraine if you want to explore this further. 

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Victoria has been on a Chaplaincy course and she and Lorraine have both been to St Bedes, 
exploring The Lord’s Prayer. Next term we will have first aid training and Lorraine will have 
a mental health first aid refresher.  

CHAPLAINCY 

As Victoria is now university and young adult chaplain, we decided to add a section to our 
(already very long) section of the newsletter! Despite over 20 years of youth work 
experience, starting as chaplain at the university has been a steep learning curve. From 
navigating the IT system, to the physical campus, this is in many ways a new world and 
learning its rhythms is both challenging and a huge privilege. The new chaplains training 
course included visits to three very different models of 
chaplaincy in university settings which was incredibly helpful 
and opens up space to think about what is possible (and 
practical) at York university. In the meantime Victoria 
continues to participate in the ecumenical work. This 
included a visit to John in Caistor, followed by a trip to 
Lincoln Cathedral and castle. Unfortunately the satnav took 
us up a very narrow, street which turned out to be a dead 
end, necessitating reversing…if that is not a metaphor for life 
then I don’t know what is! 

FAMILY CELEBRATION  

Having decided to do our One Family group a bit differently, we have our very first big 
family celebration on Sunday 14th December. Something for all ages as we explore the 
meaning of the 12 days of Christmas, through games, craft, puzzles, a trail and food (5 
onion rings anyone..?). Acomb Church 3-5pm. Look out for the posters. 

SCHOOLSWORK EXPLORING 

Working with schools is an excellent way to build relationships within the community and 
have children come into a church building. Many of our churches have Open the Book 
teams or other contact with the local schools. Having this relationship with the schools is a 
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real ‘door opener’ for relationships with our young people. At the holiday club, many of the 
children recognise the team and it always connections and relationships to be built all the 
more quickly. Recently, Lorraine was approached by Wigginton School asking to bring in key 
stage 1 children (the young end of primary school) to talk about faith and Advent. She was 
glad to agree and then thought that it is possible to offer the same thing to other Churches 
who have relationships with the school.  It is a way of getting children familiar with being in 
the church as well as an opportunity to offer welcome and hospitality and to deepen those 
relationships. It’s also an example of how we can think creatively in working closer together 
across our Circuit.  

Circuit Council Report September 2025 

• A discussion took place around a report from the Circuit Invitation Committee, about 

how the Circuit needs to change to be able to flourish, and how the Circuit might 

work with one fewer presbyter. It was agreed that we would not seek to enter 

stationing this year to replace Revd Rory Dalgliesh when he leaves the Circuit in 

summer 2026.  

• It was agreed to set up a group to review the Circuit Constitution, to make sure the 

way the Circuit is run still meets our needs today. 

• It was noted that we still do not have a Circuit Safeguarding Officer, and we urgently 

need a volunteer(s) to take on this role.  

• The draft financial report on 2024-25 showed a slightly worse than predicted position 

due to higher than planned expenditure on manse work, but the deficit is better than 

budgeted and considerably less than previous years. The updated budget for 2025-26 

was presented and agreed. 

• Circuit Council affirmed the previous decision to sell the Vanbrugh Drive manse and 

to let the Chestnut Avenue manse; and agreed to sell the former Rufforth chapel 

following the closure of the church there as of 31st August, with the final service 

having taken place on 17th August. 

 

Property update 

• An offer has been accepted on the former chapel at Stillington, sale is in progress. 

• An offer on Stamford Bridge former chapel has been accepted, subject to contract, 

and we hope the sale will go through soon. 

• The former manse at Vanbrugh Drive is on the market to sell, and the former manse 

at Chestnut Avenue is being advertised for rent. 

• The former chapel at Rufforth is now in the circuit’s care and it was agreed to sell it. 

• Legal work to resolve outstanding issues regarding the boundary at the former 

Dunnington church building has now been completed. It is hoped that this can go on 

the market soon. 
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Circuit prayer rota 
 

7th Dec The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Acomb. Give thanks and pray for the 
work of God in that place.  
We’re now in the season of Advent, when we prepare for Christmas. How could you celebrate 
the birth of Jesus in a way that reflects his purpose of showing love to all?  

14th Dec The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Acaster Malbis. Give thanks and pray 
for the work of God in that place.  
As we move through Advent, we remember those who find this time of year difficult or 
overwhelming. Do you know anyone who struggles, perhaps because of grief, financial 
worries or just sheer busyness? Could you offer some encouragement and a reminder of 
God’s love? 

21st Dec The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Bishopthorpe. Give thanks and pray 
for the work of God in that place.  
Christmas is close now! As you make your final preparations for however you celebrate, try to 
make time to give thanks for the coming of Jesus, and all that has meant to you.  

28th Dec As we remember the joy and celebration of the first Christmas, we also remember that the 
land where Jesus was born is a place where there is much suffering and unrest. Pray for 
peace and justice in Palestine, Israel and the wider Middle East. 

4th Jan As we look ahead to 2026, pray for those making plans for this year, and also for those who 
are worried or afraid about what the year may bring. Do you know anyone who is facing a 
struggle this year? Could you commit to praying for them, or offer time or practical help even 
in a small way? 

11th Jan The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Copmanthorpe. Give thanks and pray 
for the work of God in that place.  
It’s just over a month until the Flourish: Woven Threads District event. Have you got your 
ticket yet? Pray for all who will be attending, that they will find the event encouraging and that 
it will help them to see how they fit into ‘God’s big tapestry’. 

18th Jan The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is West Thorpe. Give thanks and pray 
for the work of God in that place.  
It’s less than a month until the Flourish celebration! Pray for our guest speakers and 
workshop leaders as they help us explore our theme of Woven Threads. 

25th Jan The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Poppleton. Give thanks and pray for 
the work of God in that place.  
It’s three weeks until the Flourish celebration! Pray for those leading worship across the 
weekend as they help us praise, celebrate and focus on God. 

1st Feb The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Lidgett. Give thanks and pray for the 
work of God in that place.  
It’s two weeks until the Flourish celebration! Pray for the team running the children's and 
youth programmes, and for all the young people who will be attending. 

8th Feb The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Hessay. Give thanks and pray for the 
work of God in that place.  
Next weekend is the Flourish event! We hope you’ll be joining us. Pray for volunteer stewards 
and everyone involved behind the scenes making sure that everything runs smoothly during 
the weekend. 

15th Feb This weekend is Flourish! Join us at the University of York for worship, teaching and 
workshops to explore our faith!  
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22nd 
Feb 

The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Clifton. Give thanks and pray for the 
work of God in that place.  
Clifton are planning to cease worship this spring. Pray for the members as they prepare for 
this change and that they may each find other ways to worship and share their faith. 

 

 

Reflections 

As we enter the run up to the Flourish event in February 2026, our reflections are based on 
the four ‘threads’ or themes that will run through the weekend. Find out more at 

https://www.yorkshirenemethodist.org/flourish26/  

 
Rediscovering curiosity at the heart of faith 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
    and a light to my path.”  
Psalm 119 v105 

Do you welcome the opportunity to learn more 
about the Christian faith, to explore stories from the 
Bible or the experiences of other people and reflect 
on what they might teach us?  
Where do you practice curiosity in your day to day life? Maybe in what you read or watch 
or spend your time on? Do you seek out the stories of others from different backgrounds 
and experiences to enrich your understanding? Do you notice things when you are out and 
about? 
What might God be encouraging you to be more curious about?  
 

Rediscovering justice at the heart of life  

“What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?”  
Micah 6 v8 

Do you like to get stuck in to making a difference in your 
community? Do you long to see justice on issues of poverty, 
or climate change, or discrimination?  
How do your beliefs about the importance of justice affect 
your day to day life? In how you spend your money, where 
you shop, where you go on holiday? Do you notice whose 
voices aren’t being heard? Are there actions you can take- by 
donating items or money, joining campaigns, volunteering or 

raising issues in your church and community? Where might God be drawing your attention 
to the need for justice? 
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Rediscovering God’s call at the heart of you  

“Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
1 Samuel 3 v10 

Do you feel called by God to a particular role, whether 
that’s a paid job or a voluntary role, perhaps at church 
or in the community? Does a particular thing you do 
energise and encourage you- do you see how you make 
a difference, even when it can be challenging?  
God calls each one of us to be part of the big ‘tapestry’ that is being woven throughout time 
and across the world. What talents or skills or interests do you have? Have you considered 
how you might be able to use them to bring glory to God? That might be in words, or music, 
or flowers, or cakes, or craft, or listening- the possibilities are endless! 
Our roles might change during our lives, but God still calls us all to be part of the bigger 
story. Where might God be calling you today? 
 

Rediscovering revolution at the heart of church 

“I am about to do a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
Isaiah 43 v19 

Do you get excited by the possibilities of new ways of 
being church? Of going outside the walls, finding worship 
in the world, walking alongside those who have never 

known or have rejected traditional forms of church? Maybe in conversations over food, 
reflecting on the wonder of God’s creation, or finding fellowship with others who share our 
struggles. 
We can sometimes forget that the way we do church hasn’t always been the same. To 
enable people who have struggled to connect with church to see and understand the 
message of Jesus, it can be necessary to find new ways to share that story. In doing so we 
can find that our own faith is enriched and expanded. 
Where might God be calling you to explore today? 


